
 

 

New Jersey says new chemical plant rules endanger communities 

By Blake Nelson 

NJ Advance Media for NJ.com and The Star-Ledger 

Published Jan. 31, 2020 

 

New Jersey has joined a coalition of states suing the federal government over a rule 

change they say will make communities more vulnerable to chemical accidents. 

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency established rules in 2017 that regulate how 

companies should store dangerous chemicals and plan for accidents, according to the 

state attorney general’s office, after a fertilizer plant explosion in Texas killed more than 

a dozen people. 

 

President Donald Trump’s administration weakened those rules in November, according 

to the complaint, and companies will no longer have to submit to certain outside audits if 

they accidentally release chemicals. 

 

“This is not an abstract threat, as the explosion and fire in South Philadelphia last year 

made clear," state Attorney General Gurbir Grewal said in a statement, referring to the 

explosion at the Philadelphia Energy Solutions Refinery in June. 

 

He called the rule change “yet another deadly rollback coming out of EPA.” 

 

Andrew Wheeler, the agency’s administrator, previously defended the changes and said 

the new rules would reduce the burden on chemical companies without sacrificing safety. 

 

“Accident prevention is a top priority of the EPA," Wheeler said in a November 

statement. He also said the changes would save tens of millions of dollars. 

 

There are 94 facilities in New Jersey affected by the rules, according to Grewal’s office. 

They include chemical manufacturing plants and petroleum facilities. 

 

The suit was filed Wednesday in the U.S. Court of Appeals for Washington D.C. Fifteen 

attorneys general are part of the complaint, including Pennsylvania and New York. 

 

A spokeswoman for the EPA did not immediately return a request for comment. 


