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COLUMBIA — The half-cent sales tax for the Business Loop 70 Community 
Improvement District will start showing up on receipts April 1, and the district will start 
receiving revenue in June. Meanwhile, the district's board of directors is trying to 
hammer out the details of what it's going to do with its money. 
 
Over the past two years, the district has accrued about $199,000 in debt. That includes a 
$51,000 loan from Landmark Bank, $17,085 to the city to certify the district's petition 
when it was created last April and $130,000 in attorneys' fees. 
 
That debt, and other projects the district hopes to tackle, were discussed Thursday during 
the district's monthly board meeting at the Parkade Center. 
 
Carrie Gartner, the district's executive director, said some of the sales tax revenue will be 
set aside to address debt and that some revenue would immediately be invested into the 
Business Loop. Gartner said she didn't know specifically how much would go toward 
paying down debt or toward projects within the district. 
 
A few possible plans were discussed, including partnering with MU's Museum of Art and 
Archaeology to hang banners along the Business Loop and working with the city to 
landscape concrete medians near Hickman High School. 
 
But more detailed plans are on hold until the board hires a consultant and receives more 
feedback from a community survey on its website. 
 
The survey had 220 respondents by Monday. When asked what the district's top priority 
should be, making the Business Loop "more attractive," business "development, 
recruitment and retention" and "infrastructure improvements" were the top three 
responses. Respondents also listed "old" and "ugly" as the top two words that described 
the Business Loop. 
 
The survey was created by the district using SurveyMonkey.com. When asked if the 
district could validate its responses to prevent one person from filling out multiple 
surveys, Gartner wrote in an email that the site had an option to limit survey responses to 
one per computer. 
 
Turnover on the board 
 
Almost three weeks after the sales tax takes effect, the district's board might add several 
new members. 



 
Board members Gary Ennis, Dan Rader and Dave Griggs are all serving one-year terms 
that will end April 20. All three could apply for another term. Applications to serve on 
the board are expected to be available early next year, and applicants will be voted on by 
current board members; Gartner may not vote. 
 
The Columbia City Council must ratify all new board members as a group. 
 
Board applicants must be at least 18 and either own a business or property on the 
Business Loop or be a registered voter living within the district's boundaries. Thirteen 
registered voters are estimated to live in the district. Seven district residents returned 
ballots during the 4-3 vote to create the sales tax.  
 
Managers of businesses on the Business Loop may also serve on the board. James Roark-
Gruender, who manages the adult store Passions on the Business Loop, attended 
Thursday's board meeting. He said he was worried about negative publicity surrounding 
the district and its impact on local businesses. 
 
Roark-Gruender said in a phone interview that he was interested in serving on the board, 
citing the need for the district to broaden its membership. 
 
"The people on that board tend to be on all the other boards," Roark-Gruender said. 
 
The district spends about $7,000 each month, Gartner said. Most of that goes to Gartner's 
salary, which is $70,000 a year, plus benefits. The district does not pay rent in its Parkade 
Center offices; the family of Chris Burnam, who sits on the board, owns the center. 
 
Gartner said she hopes the sales tax will eventually bring in between $10,000 and 
$30,000 per month for a total of $225,000 a year, though the exact amount of project 
revenue is uncertain. The district will also eventually receive about $50,000 per year 
from a property assessment. 
 
Last Thursday's election approving the sales tax came after several months of uncertainty. 
Soon after the district was created, it postponed an election when Jen Henderson, then the 
district's sole identified voter, became critical of the proposed tax. Several more voters 
were discovered in September, an election was scheduled in October and the tax passed 
by a single vote last Thursday. 
 
"It was an odd first year," Gartner said. 
 
The district's board of directors meets publicly every third Thursday of the month at 8 
a.m. in the district's offices in the Parkade Center, 601 Business Loop 70 W. 
 
Supervising editor is William Schmitt. 


