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COLUMBIA — A half-cent tax on retail sales made within the Business Loop 70 
Community Improvement District passed Thursday by a single vote. 
 
Four voted yes, three voted no. The tax takes effect April 1 and will last for 20 years or 
until the district has met its financial obligations. 
 
Fifteen total ballots were mailed out, after a 15th possible voter was recently discovered. 
Seven completed ballots were returned to the district's offices at the Parkade Center and 
were counted by four election judges. 
 
Carrie Gartner, the district's executive director, read the results to a group of about a 
dozen people gathered outside the offices. 
 
When asked how she felt, Gartner said, "happy." When asked if she was surprised by the 
result, she said, "yes." 
 
Gartner told the Missourian in September that the organization wouldn't have the ability 
to pay her without passage of the tax. 
 
Seated a few feet away was Jen Henderson, the first known voter in the district and a 
critic of the tax. Henderson said she will continue to follow the district's actions but that 
her work over the past few months, and the national coverage it attracted, was broader 
than just a single election.  
 
"It's become about education about entities like this, and the power they hold once they're 
created," Henderson said. 
 
Tom May, the chairman of the district's board, said the sales tax will allow the district "to 
plan with a little more clarity." He also said he was aware of criticism from Henderson 
and others in the area and wanted to improve the district's credibility. 
 
"I want people to feel good about what we do and how we're doing it," May said. 
 
The sales tax is projected to bring in at least $200,000 annually. While the district hopes 
to eventually use the revenue to do sidewalk maintenance and beautification projects on 
the Business Loop, it will also need to start addressing its accrued debt of more than 
$100,000. 
 
The election was supposed to take place months ago. 



 
The district's boundaries were drawn with the intent of including only commercial 
properties that touched the Business Loop and excluding all nearby residential properties. 
When a community improvement district has no registered voters, Missouri law gives 
property owners the power to approve or reject a sales tax. 
 
But after Henderson was discovered to be living within the boundaries, the district's 
board of directors postponed the election. While they considered whether to proceed with 
the sales tax vote, Henderson criticized the effect the tax could have on surrounding 
communities. 
 
KBIA found 13 more voters three weeks later. Gartner and the rest of the board 
unanimously voted Oct. 22 to risk an election. The risk paid off. 
 
The seven completed ballots were sealed in envelopes and placed in a box that the district 
will keep for one year, Gartner said. After that they will be destroyed. 
 
"At least the public got to vote and not property owners," Henderson said. "This ended up 
being taxation with representation." 
 
Supervising editor is Jacob Steimer. 
 


