
 
 

Sales	  tax	  ballot	  mailed	  to	  Business	  Loop	  voters	  
By Blake Nelson  
Columbia Missourian 
Published Dec. 2, 2015 
 
COLUMBIA — Ballots have been mailed to the 14 voters living in the Business Loop 70 
Community Improvement District, according to a public notice posted on the district's 
website. 
 
The voters will have until 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 10, to decide the fate of a half-
cent sales tax on purchases made on the Business Loop. The tax will last at least 20 years, 
although a sample ballot says the tax could last longer in order "to pay for any lawful 
obligations of the district." 
 
If approved by a majority of voters, the tax is projected to bring in about $200,000 
annually. 
 
A panel of four election judges will open the ballots publicly soon after 7:00 p.m. on the 
10th. The judges, two Democrats and two Republicans, were hired by the district from a 
list of independent election judges provided by the county. 
 
If voters reject the tax, the district could call another election in the future. But elections 
cost money, and the district is over $100,000 in debt. Up until now, the district's only 
revenue has been a single $5,000 donation from MU. 
 
The district will receive money from a property assessment, but that is only expected to 
be bring in about $50,000 a year. 
 
If voters reject the tax, the district will continue to exist as a legal entity but it will not 
have a way to pay its executive director, Carrie Gartner, much less address its long-term 
goals. The board of directors are all volunteers.  
 
Gartner and the district’s board of directors are planning to attend the ballot opening in 
the district's offices at Parkade Plaza, Room 128, 601 Business Loop 70 West, Columbia, 
Missouri 65203. 
 
Members of the public may also attend. Results will be announced immediately. 
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