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COLUMBIA — Brandy Cross didn’t want to work a desk job for the rest of her life. So 
she took a risk. 
 
Cross, with her husband, Gabe Halicks, and former employee Alfonzo Lawhorn, started a 
new business: Distant Planet Comics & Collectibles, which opened on Business Loop 70 
in February. 
 
The risk is paying off. Besides selling graphic novels, games and collectibles from TV 
shows and movies, the shop hosts events like DC Comic’s annual Batman Day. 
 
“We’ve put all of our DC merchandise on sale, and invited people in costumes to come in 
to just celebrate," Cross said. 
 
On Sept. 26, many customers showed up in various stages of Batman-wear, including one 
5-year-old who quietly admitted that his favorite superhero was actually Iron Man. 
 
Some people in costume were actually professional costume-wearers, including members 
of the cosplay group Firehawk Productions. 
 
“Cosplay is … an everyday Halloween,” said Klaudia Rejmer, a member of the cosplay 
group. “It’s just fans expressing their love for specific characters through costume wear, 
or costume play.” 
 
Comic fans posed with Rejmer's friends, who dressed as Catwoman, Robin and other 
Batman-related characters. Underneath a red wig, Rejmer was dressed like the villainous 
Poison Ivy in a costume featuring a green corset adorned with fake vines, green pants and 
black-and-red high heels. 
 
“The corset itself took two weeks, the pants took about three, four hours,” Rejmer said. 
"The makeup itself takes me three hours to get into because I handdraw each vine.” 
 
Standing by the counter dressed in a Batman robe and cowl was Derrick Cowan, a friend 
of the owners. 
 
“Batman Day is just a great day to celebrate one of the greatest characters in American 
history,” he said. 
 
Orion Cooper, dressed as Robin, explained Batman's superiority. 
 



“You got Superman who just comes in and punches stuff,” he said. “Sometimes it takes a 
lot more thinking things through and planning and having contingencies. Such as Shark 
Spray.” 
 
Supervising editor is William Schmitt. 
 


