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COLUMBIA — The Business Loop 70 Community Improvement District board of 
directors voted unanimously Thursday to hold an election on whether to create a half-cent 
sales tax in the district. The election will be conducted by mail-in ballots that are 
scheduled to be mailed to the district's 14 voters on Dec. 1, though the board reserved 
Dec. 8 as an alternate date. 
 
The board previously put the election on hold after the discovery of a single registered 
voter, MU student Jen Henderson, who has been critical of the proposed tax. But five 
weeks after an additional 13 registered voters were discovered, the board has decided to 
proceed with the election. 
 
After the ballots are delivered, voters will have a limited time to send their completed 
ballots to Boone County Clerk Wendy Noren. The ballots will then be opened and 
counted by a panel of four election judges, comprising two Democrats and two 
Republicans. The district will cover the cost of the election.  
 
Noren said she has not heard from the district yet about the election. She said she has 
forwarded questions about it to an attorney. 
 
It appears there will be at least one "no" vote, as Henderson has said she would oppose 
the tax. On Thursday, she said she plans on writing the other voters to hopefully discuss 
the tax, the board and the future of the Business Loop. 
 
"I'll just present them with the facts," she said. 
 
Board member Vicki Kemna said she was very optimistic about the passage of the sales 
tax: "I've heard personally from people on the Loop who desperately want to see it 
improve." 
 
During the board meeting's public comment section, Henderson said she was concerned 
about the possibility of other voters being asked to unregister. Several board members 
replied "No." 
 
Carrie Gartner, the district's executive director, approached Henderson in July when 
Henderson was thought to be the district's only voter. Their discussion included the 
possibility of Henderson's unregistering to vote. Henderson told the Missourian in August 
that she was initially willing to unregister, but decided otherwise after seeing the 
boundaries of the district.  
 



If there are no registered voters in a community improvement district, property owners 
decide whether to impose a sales tax. Board members are allowed to lobby voters, but 
Gartner may not because she is paid by the district; she may only provide basic 
information about the sales tax. 
 
Without the sales tax, projected to bring in at least $200,000 annually, the district can't 
pay Gartner's $70,000 salary or address the $100,000 of debt it has accrued, much less 
pursue its long-term goals. 
 
The district's only revenue so far has been a $5,000 donation it received from MU. 
Gartner said she expects the district will begin receiving money from a property 
assessment next month, but the assessment is only expected to collect about $50,000 a 
year, according to the district's budget for fiscal 2016. 
 
The next board meeting will be at 8 a.m. Nov. 19 in the Parkade Center. Meetings are 
open to the public. 
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