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COLUMBIA — Here's what the Columbia City Council did and considered on Monday 
night during its first regular meeting of October. 
 
This article was updated as the meeting unfolded and is organized in reverse 
chronological order. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS — RED-LIGHT CAMERAS 
 
Fourth Ward Councilman Ian Thomas spoke in favor of red-light cameras. 
 
Using the cameras "creates a safer community," he said, but he asked that the city "very 
transparently demonstrate … how that money is utilized" to install and deploy red-light 
cameras. 
 
He also questioned the need for an outside company to install cameras and review photos. 
City Manager Mike Matthes said using Gatso Corporation in the past had kept down 
costs for Columbia but actually lost money for the company. 
 
Matthes also said he was preparing a report to present to the council in support of the 
cameras. 
 
"It's a real safety issue and has a dramatic impact on reducing red-light running," he said. 
 
Third Ward Councilman Karl Skala said he had previously voted against red-light 
cameras, but was open to hearing a data-backed argument about whether this improved 
safety. Matthes said he would provide that data. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS — YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
Fifth Ward Councilwoman Laura Nauser offered money from her budget to fly two 
members of the city's Youth Advisory Council to a National League of Cities conference 
in Nashville, Tennessee, on Nov. 4 to 7. 
 
Thomas said it would cost $3,000 for both teenagers, and that he would also be open to 
using money from the city's reserve budget. 
 
Mayor Bob McDavid opposed the idea. He said it would send the wrong signal to fly 
people to conferences in a city that doesn't have "enough cops or firefighters." 



 
McDavid noted that he was not running for re-election, suggesting that Nauser and 
Thomas supported the plan as a way to gain votes in future elections.  
 
Skala pushed back, saying professional development was important — especially for 
young people. 
 
"I will defend this to the hilt," he said.  
 
CLOSING COMMENTS — CITIZEN HANDBOOK 
 
Matthes explained the decision to mail citizen handbooks to every Columbia resident and 
said this would continue to happen annually. 
 
He said the entire project cost $63,000, which averaged out to about $1 per household. 
Printing the book at MU and paying a bulk rate with the postal service helped keep the 
costs down. 
 
"That's a really good buy," he said. 
 
He added that the handbook, which includes a state of the city report and photographs of 
local art, would reach only about 1 percent of residents if it was only posted online. 
 
PLANNING FOR GREEN SPACE 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department offered a status report on an open space plan called 
"Our Natural Legacy: A Plan for Columbia and Boone County." A cooperative venture 
with the Greenbelt Land Trust and the Missouri Department of Conservation, the plans 
call for the city to acquire new land for preservation as green space. Each of the partners 
in the agreement has set aside $50,000 for the project. 
 
A list of properties that might be purchased will be presented to the council on Jan. 19. 
 
FREE PASS ON PARKING? 
 
The city had collected nearly $1 million in parking fines from Jan. 1 through Aug. 31 this 
year, but another $440,000 in fines remained unpaid, according to a staff report. The 
numbers weren't much better in 2014. 
 
McDavid was critical of the current system of issuing tickets. 
 
"It's awfully easy to ignore them," he said about the tickets, and he suggested cars be 
towed in lieu of a fourth ticket. He added that increased ticket revenue could help cover 
municipal court costs and perhaps could be used to hire more police officers.  
 



Matthes said the city's towing system was "fairly lenient." He referenced the city's policy 
of giving residents 24-hour notice before towing vehicles. 
 
COMPLETE INTERSECTIONS 
 
The Bicycle and Pedestrian Commission asked the city ensure that crosswalks be added 
to all four sides of intersections. It praised city street standards in general but said more 
attention must be paid to safety at crossings. 
 
Fourth Ward Councilman Ian Thomas asked the commission to determine which city 
intersections do not have sidewalks on all four sides. 
 
BUZZED CUTS 
 
The Clean Cut Barbershop on 510 E. Green Meadows Road won a state liquor license to 
serve liquor at its establishment, despite the fact that it's within 100 feet of the Academy 
of Early Childhood Learning at 3210 S. Providence Road. A State statute prohibits the 
sale of liquor so close to a church or school unless city governments consent. 
 
Sixth Ward Councilwoman Betsy Peters said she had received one complaint from a 
parent at the academy. Steve Wendling, who identified himself as the landlord for both 
the barbershop and the academy, said he supported the plan. The co-owners of the 
barbershop said they would only sell beer and wine. 
 
Second Ward Councilman Michael Trapp initially requested tabling this item so he could 
visit the site before making a decision, but he changed his mind after the owners spoke. 
 
ROUNDTABLE ON A ROUNDABOUT 
 
An agreement to hire Bartlett & West, Inc. to design a roundabout at the intersection of 
Green Meadows Road and Forum Boulevard was approved after discussion by the 
council and two members of the public. 
 
Thomas asked for other examples of roundabouts that Bartlett & West have designed. 
McDavid encouraged people skeptical about the effects of roundabouts to watch a 
MythBusters episode which compared roundabouts to four-way stops. 
 
WASTE WIZARD 
 
The council agreed to a two-year contract with ReCollect Systems, Inc., which has 
developed software intended to encourage residents to recycle more often. Utility 
customers can sign up for collection reminders and use a Waste Wizard feature to help 
identify whether items they intend to throw away can be recycled. 
 
Matthes said this service would reduce the number of calls fielded by the city. 
 



Fifth Ward Councilwoman Laura Nauser asked if any American companies could 
provide the same service. ReCollect is based in Canada. She was told by city staff that 
ReCollect was the least expensive option. 
 
ARTS BONANZA 
 
The city has set aside $100,000 for 24 different arts and culture organizations. The 
individual amounts ranged from $7,534 for the Columbia Art League to $1,000 for both 
the Mid-Missouri Woodcarvers and the Columbia Handbell Ensemble. 
 
DOWNTOWN SCRAMBLE   
 
The city will pay Engineering Surveys and Services up to $39,000 for design work on a 
planned "pedestrian scramble" intersection at Ninth and Elm  streets. The project would 
create an intersection that allows vehicles to move from north to south, then from east to 
west before allowing pedestrians to cross the intersection in any direction they please. 
The total estimated cost of the project, which is being done in conjunction with street 
drain work in the area, is $132,000. 
 
RUNWAY PROGRESS 
 
Several agreements were reached with property owners to expand a water line and to 
relocate Rangeline Road to accommodate long-planned runway expansions at Columbia 
Regional Airport. 
 
DOGGY DAY CARE RULES FIXED 
 
The council agreed to tweak rules governing small animal kenneling, boarding and care 
facilities. Specifically, it eliminated a previous requirement that such businesses be 
located on at least two acres and that they be limited to 50 animals per acre. The new 
ordinance also allows "doggy day cares" in C-1 business districts when they are fully 
enclosed. 
 
The day care facilities can also have indoor and outdoor facilities with approval of the 
Board of Adjustment. The changes were proposed, according to a city staff report 
because would-be operators of such businesses said they couldn't find properties within 
the city that would have complied with the previous code. 
 
CHANGES TO SPEED LIMITS 
 
The speed limit on Route K from Coneflower Avenue to Scott Boulevard will drop to 45 
mph from 55 mph, while the speed limit on North Providence Road from Blueridge Road 
to Vandiver Drive will increase to 45 mph from 35 mph. 
 
The council approved the changes after tabling them at its last meeting and asking for 
more data from the state on Route K traffic speeds; the changes reflected suggestions 



made in a MoDOT report. Nauser questioned whether the changes would have any 
impact on vehicle speeds.  
 
WATER MAINS 
 
A $300,000 upgrade to water pipes on Molly Lane, Lakeland Drive, Linda Lane and 
Sarah Ann Drive was unanimously approved by the council. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON RACE, RED-LIGHT CAMERAS 
 
Three Columbia residents spoke during the scheduled public comment section of the 
meeting. 
 
Traci Wilson-Kleekamp spoke about the importance of diversity and the dangers posed 
by racism. She also mentioned the economic cost of excluding certain groups of people 
from a community. 
 
Julie Ladehoff of Race Matters discussed research she completed at MU about the 
concepts of white privilege and structural racism. She urged the Columbia Police 
Department and the council to emphasize community policing. 
 
During the last meeting, another member of the community, Lynn Maloney, had also 
criticized race relations in Columbia and asked the council to listen to the Mayor's Task 
Force on Community Violence. 
 
Mary Hussmann criticized the use of red-light cameras — which may be reinstated in 
Columbia — as a potential source of revenue. 
 
Columbia's use of red-light cameras ended in 2013. When red-light cameras were 
previously used in Columbia, violations decreased during the two years after the cameras 
were installed, according to previous Missourian reporting. 
 
STAFF SWORN IN 
 
City Clerk Sheela Amin swore in John Glascock as deputy city manager, Tad Johnsen as 
director of utilities and Dave Nichols as director of Public Works. Nichols succeeds 
Glascock in the Public Works Department, while Johnsen was promoted from his 
previous position as Water and Light director. The moves are intended to improve 
efficiency and oversight among the city's utilities and are part of an initiative proposed by 
Matthes in the budget for fiscal 2016. 
 
Also, MU student Amy Wasowicz was announced as a member of the Mayor's Task 
Force on Pedestrian Safety. In an email to the Missourian, Wasowicz said she had been 
serving on the task force since August and that her "goal is to represent the student body 
and their interests in regards to improving pedestrian conditions on and around campus." 
 



Wasowicz was hit by a van in Februrary while crossing the street at the intersection of 
College Avenue and Rollins Street, according to previous Missourian reporting. 
 
Her interest in pedestrian safety began with that incident, she said, and "further pedestrian 
collisions since then have proved that there is a need for improvements in Columbia's 
current infrastructure." 
 
Supervising editors are Scott Swafford and Will Schmitt. 


