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COLUMBIA — If Occupy Wall Street had wanted more chicken instead of more 
regulation, their camps might have looked a little like the scene outside Chick-fil-A 
Tuesday. 
 
Tents lined the asphalt. Hammocks hung between trees. A disc jockey blasted Michael 
Jackson's "Thriller" next to a group playing four-square. 
 
Chick-fil-A will open a restaurant in Columbia at 6:30 a.m. Wednesday. The people 
camped out in its parking lot were there for the free food: The first 100 to line up will 
receive a voucher for 52 combo meals that can be used at any Chick-fil-A location, 
anytime. 
 
"I don't eat fast food," said Leesha Tyler, who was the 99th person in line. "But I eat 
Chick-fil-A, and I eat Popeyes." 
 
She's in luck. Two weeks ago, Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen announced it would open a 
restaurant in Columbia on Jan. 4 off of Business Loop 70, with a second location on the 
way. 
 
Chick-fil-A and Popeyes will join three Kentucky Fried Chickens, two Zaxby’s and one 
Church’s Chicken that are already in Columbia. Those chains make up the five top-
selling chicken restaurants in the United States, according to QSR magazine. Columbia 
also has two locations of Lee's Famous Recipe Chicken. 
 
Brian Smith, CEO of SmitCo Eateries Inc., said MU's decision to move its football team 
to the Southeastern Conference in 2012 influenced his decision to launch a Popeyes in 
Columbia. SmitCo is based in Arkansas. 
 
Popeyes chicken is like “breaded crack,” Smith said. “It’s that addictive." 
 
Patrick Woodward, assistant manager at Zaxby’s on 3922 S. Providence Road, said that 
opening a Zaxby’s in Columbia was first proposed 10 years ago, but MU joining the SEC 
contributed to their recent launch. Zaxby’s is based in Georgia, and opened its first 
restaurant in Columbia in 2014. 
 
“Zaxby’s is the official chicken of the SEC,” Woodward said. 
 
Chick-fil-A, also based in Georgia, is expanding throughout Missouri. Jeremy Stouder, 
the franchise owner in Columbia, was optimistic about the crowded marketplace. 



 
“We hope everybody can succeed,” he said. 
 
Recent trends suggest that might be possible. In 2012, millennials, people between the 
ages of 18 and 34, ate more chicken outside their homes than any other age group, 
according to a consumer survey commissioned by the National Chicken Council. 
 
Nationally, Americans ate over 600 percent more chicken than they did in 1960, 
according to the Earth Policy Institute. Beef consumption, in contrast, has only increased 
57 percent. Americans first consumed more chicken than beef in 2003. 
 
The growing demand for chicken has not lifted all boats. Rob Hemwall, who co-owns 
Columbia’s Pierpont Farms on 8810 S. Route N, stopped selling chicken four years ago. 
 
“It was just not profitable,” he said, pointing to numerous federal rules and regulations. 
The farm now sells organic vegetables. 
 
The new Chick-fil-A is at 305 N. Stadium Boulevard. The first Popeyes will be in the 100 
block of Business Loop 70 E. 
 
“I’m sure everybody will want to try them all,” said Woodward. 
 
Supervising editor is John Schneller. 
	  


