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FULTON — Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Missouri, spoke at Westminster College in Fulton on 
Monday and warned that threats facing the United States are "more prevalent, more 
complex and potentially more catastrophic than ever before." 
 
He also said laws intended to fight those threats should eventually expire, particularly the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act and the Patriot Act. 
 
Blunt's remarks were given as part of the college's annual Hancock Symposium lecture 
series. The series' theme this year is "Security Versus Liberty," though Blunt's remarks 
were light on liberty and heavy on security. 
 
He devoted much of his talk to threats posed by Russia, China, Syria and the Islamic 
State, and he was critical of the response by President Barack Obama's administration. He 
was especially pessimistic about the administration's recent negotiations with Iran, and he 
devoted almost 10 minutes of his approximately hour-long speech to a deal meant to 
contain Iran's nuclear capabilities in exchange for lifting economic sanctions. 
 
"What this agreement really does is let the nuclear genie out of the bottle," he said. 
 
Speaking about Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, Jordan and Saudi Arabia, Blunt said he 
could "almost guarantee" that "some, if not all of them, will have nuclear weapons before 
the Iranians." 
 
During a news conference after his talk, Blunt said he did not believe Missourians needed 
to prepare for another Middle East invasion, but he said establishing no-fly zones and 
safe havens could help address the region's refugee crisis. 
 
Blunt also spoke about threats to cybersecurity. He has introduced legislation to improve 
data protection. He said afterward that stealing information has been made easier by how 
willing Americans have been to share their personal data.  
 
"All of us probably checked 'Agree' too many times," he said. 
 
Blunt closed his speech saying it is "futile" to pursue security without liberty, and he 
suggested the Trans-Pacific Partnership would be one way to expand freedom worldwide. 
 
Missourians elected Blunt to the Senate in 2010. He is on the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence and is the vice chairman of the Senate Republican Conference. His son, Matt 
Blunt,  was the governor of Missouri from 2005 to 2009. 



 
Lectures continue at the college through Wednesday, featuring a variety of speakers 
including investigative journalist Jeremy Scahill and U.S. Secretary of Homeland 
Security Jeh Johnson. The symposium is free and open to the public. 
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