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COLUMBIA — A complaint submitted to the Missouri Ethics Commission on Tuesday 
alleged that Fred Parry's campaign for a Boone County Commission seat failed to report 
seven contributions before the August primary election. 
 
The complaint from Grace Haun, however, will not be reviewed by the commission. 
Commission Director James Klahr said that he could not comment on specific ethics 
complaints but that any complaint filed on Tuesday would not be investigated because it 
was filed within 15 days of the Nov. 8 election. 
 
Klahr said someone filing within that window would be notified by the Ethics 
Commission that their complaint would not be reviewed before the election but that they 
could file again after. 
 
The seven contributions cited in Haun's complaint total $5,800 and were given by five 
individuals and two businesses. The largest gift was $2,500 from MFA Oil, the smallest 
$300 from Ken Lawler. The contributions appeared on later campaign finance reports. 
 
Parry, the Republican candidate in the county's Southern District, said on his way into a 
Columbia Chamber of Commerce candidate forum Tuesday afternoon that he was just 
learning of the complaint but that, at most, the omissions were an oversight. 
 
"It's dirty campaigning," he said, "and that's a quote." 
 
Haun works for Progress Missouri, an organization set up "to challenge conservative 
propaganda in the media and make sure that progressive perspectives are heard," 
according to its website. Parry's opponent, Democrat Brianna Lennon, said that she and 
Haun are friends and that she did ask Haun to file the complaint. 
 
"There's no excuse," Lennon said Tuesday of the alleged flaws in Parry's report. "I hope 
the ethics commission takes it seriously." 
 
Laura Swinford, Progress Missouri's executive director, said Haun filed the complaint as 
a private citizen and not as part of her work with the organization. 
 
Haun did not respond to a request for comment. Her complaint requested that the 
Missouri Ethics Commission investigate further. 
 
*On Wednesday morning, Parry and his treasurer, Bob Gerding, issued a statement. Parry 
called the complaint "nothing more than political posturing." Gerding apologized for 



failing to report the contributions before the primary and said he was on vacation from 
July 22 to Aug. 2, when the donations came in. 
 
Overall, Parry has raised over $103,000 for his campaign, according to campaign finance 
reports filed with the Ethics Commission. 
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