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COLUMBIA — Carrie Gartner, the executive director for the Business Loop Community 
Improvement District, said Tuesday that she will have to talk with the district's board 
about her future. 
 
"My role with the organization…there's not money for that," Gartner said. 
 
Gartner, whose salary is $70,000 plus benefits, would not say that she is resigning, citing 
the need to discuss personnel issues in closed meetings. “That is a discussion I need to 
have with my board." 
 
The board of directors for the Business Loop CID had counted on revenue from a 
proposed sales tax to pay Gartner, address debt the district accrued during its formation 
and to begin improvement plans on the Business Loop. Board members are not paid. 
 
The board on Monday postponed a vote on whether the sales tax will appear on the ballot 
after members realized the district consisted of one registered voter, MU student Jen 
Henderson. Henderson, after days of publicly questioning the sales tax, said Tuesday she 
would vote no on it if it were to appear on a ballot. 
 
“She’s just a voter who wants to express her right to vote,” Richard Reuben, an MU law 
professor and lawyer who is part of the legal team representing Henderson, said before 
she made her decision. He said Henderson was not interested in litigation, but hoped her 
involvement would “lead to a better CID.” 
 
Attorney Josh Oxenhandler is also representing Henderson. 
 
If there were no registered voters in the district, Missouri law would allow property 
owners to vote on the sales tax. 
 
The district's property owners have already approved a new property tax, estimated to 
bring in about $50,000 a year. But that alone would not cover Gartner’s salary, or the 
district's debt. 
 
The district has racked up $65,000 in legal fees and $15,000 in petition fees, on top of the 
salary paid to Gartner thus far, according to a financial statement on the district's website. 
Gartner said many costs have since increased, and the total debt now exceeds $110,000. 
 



The absence of the sales tax also makes it unlikely that improvement plans the district 
had for the Business Loop would be possible, although the board has identified few 
specific projects. 
 
Michael Maw, president of the Ridgeway Neighborhood Association adjacent to the 
Business Loop, said in an email that general plans for the Loop are "hopeful, yet vague." 
 
“Which is fine at this stage, but the CID needs to develop a clear, detailed design...of 
what is actually achievable,” Maw said. 
 
With almost no revenue, addressing debt may be all that’s achievable. 
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