
 
 
 
 

Poop-hurling, motel shower wrestling among weirdest stuff we found in N.J. force 
reports 
By Blake Nelson and Erin Petenko 
NJ Advance Media for NJ.com and The Star-Ledger 
Published Dec. 15, 2018 
 
Canadians were in the park, and the Sayreville cops weren't having it.  
 
Around sunrise on a Thursday in August 2014, officer Gabriel Lugo was the first to 
respond. He reported firing six shots at 6:32 in the morning. Nobody was injured. He 
showed up again the next day. Twelve shots. No injuries.  
 
Over the next several months, at least a half-dozen officers would report 59 shots in the 
form of "exploding shotgun shells," 12-gauge shell cracker rounds and "non-lethal 
ammunition." 
 
Cops gave the detail many names. A patrolman named Michael Theile put it most 
succinctly: This was Goose Patrol.  
 
The strange side of policing 
 
Over the past 16 months, NJ Advance Media has investigated how police officers use 
force in New Jersey. The news organization collected more than 70,000 use-of-force 
forms covering 2012 through 2016, and the results are now available at nj.com/force, the 
most comprehensive statewide database of police force in the U.S. 
 
State rules say cops have to fill out a use-of-force report every time they use a restraint, 
their pepper spray or fire a weapon. Many of the reports grimly illustrate the daily 
dangers police officers face, as well as troubling disparities in how force gets used across 
the state.  
 
But among the dark accounts are tales of the weird.     
 
Some were laugh-out-loud funny. A few were just gross.  
 
The following list details some of the forms we couldn't forget if we tried.   
 
Geesefire 
 
Poop was the problem, said Sayreville Capt. Daniel Plumacker. 
 



"You ever take a walk down Kennedy Park, you'll see what I'm talking about," 
Plumacker said. "There's feces everywhere." 
 
Canadian Geese in three parks were to blame. In 2014, cops and the public works 
department tried a new solution: They loaded special ammunition into a shotgun, fired it 
above the geese and hoped the sound would scare them away.  
 
It worked, Plumacker said. Sort of. The geese mostly just flew to another park. 
 
"It really just kicked the can down the road," Plumacker said.  
 
The program was discontinued when the ammo ran out.   
 
Snoopy 
 
 A 26-year-old man pursued by a Jersey City cop once "hid in dog house and would not 
produce hands." 
 
Naked punch 
 
Not everyone dresses up to challenge a cop.  
 
New Jersey officers have contended with a "naked male" and a "naked male running." 
One Lawrence cop spotted a nude man riding a bike on a freeway, in the fast lane, into 
oncoming traffic. The man did not stop when asked.  
 
(Neither the man nor the officer was reported as injured.)  
 
A Readington cop once walked into a motel bathroom where a suspect was showering.  
 
After the officer told the bathing man he needed to ask him some questions about a recent 
shooting, the guy tried to pull the cop into his shower.  
 
Pepper spray was unloaded, a baton was swung and the man was eventually pinned, nude 
and handcuffed, onto a motel bed. 
 
Junk in the trunk 
 
A man in Toms River once "attempted to conceal a bag containing 100 wax folds of 
heroin in his buttox area." 
 
The world's grossest arrest 
 
On the day after Christmas in 2014, a group of Winslow Township cops showed up at a 
South Jersey home. Four officers reported using force to arrest a man in his 30s.  
 



One patrolman said force was necessary because the man attacked another officer. A 
second cop gave more detail: The man threw "fecal matter" at one of the officers.  
 
It was left to the cop on the receiving end of the attack, a patrolman named Vincent 
Muscianese, to write out the whole story.  
 
The man, Muscianese wrote, "squirted fecal matter from colostomy bag at myself." 
 
All-purpose cleaner 
 
Buried in New Jersey's use-of-force reports are stories of ill-conceived weaponry.  
 
A six-pack of beer was once used to attack a cop. One officer had to dodge a flying car 
seat. A guy in Trenton just wouldn't stop waving a broomstick in the air until a cop 
forced him to drop it. 
 
More notably, a 59-year-old in Freehold Borough once attempted to spray an officer in 
the face with Windex.  
 
The officer responded with a blast of pepper spray.  
 
Dear John 
 
If officers use force in any way, they must report it.  
 
The rule holds even when the cop is facing down a ragged raccoon. Or a sick skunk. The 
same goes for a rabid skunk and a "potentially rabid skunk." 
 
Two cops, however, went the extra mile to memorialize the animal they had just killed. 
 
After Dover officer William Newton fired one bullet into a "sick and unpredictable 
groundhog," he went on to report the animal's last name as "Hog" and its first name as 
"Ground." 
 
Similarly, after New Brunswick officer Miguel Chang fired two shots into a deer, Chang 
reported the animal's first name as "John." 
 
Say that out loud if it doesn't make sense. 


