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COLUMBIA — A campaign sign, a possible misdemeanor and three chimps came 
together this week in the Boone County Commission race. 
 
On Sept. 23, Fred Parry, the Republican candidate for the Southern District, posted a 
video on Facebook showing three apes sitting around bags of cash.  
 
"With all of the diversity in our county, surely our County Commission would benefit 
from someone who is not ANOTHER government lawyer," Parry wrote. 
 
Two of the three current commissioners, as well as his opponent, Democrat Brianna 
Lennon, are lawyers. 
 
This did not sit well with Boone County Treasurer Tom Darrough. In what he described 
as a "bad choice," he pulled down one of Parry's campaign signs at Kampai sushi 
restaurant in Columbia, where Parry had received permission to hang it before a 
Columbia Chamber of Commerce event. A witness posted a photo of the sign in the trash 
on Facebook. 
 
Darrough went to the Columbia Police Department on Tuesday to fess up but was told 
nothing would happen until and unless a formal complaint was filed. Parry filed a 
complaint with the department later on Tuesday, though he did not know at the time that 
Darrough was the person who tore the sign down. 
 
Police Department spokeswoman Latisha Stroer wrote in an email that if Parry wishes to 
pursue charges, the department will issue a summons for misdemeanor stealing. 
 
"But at this time," Stroer wrote, "the victim wanted to take some time to think about their 
options." 
 
Parry is legally considered the victim in this situation. 
 
Darrough visited Parry's office at Inside Columbia magazine on Tuesday to apologize, 
but Parry wasn't there. Darrough also apologized to the owner of Kampai. 
 
Parry said he accepted Darrough's apology. 
 
“Tom is hopefully someone I’m going to be working with on a daily basis starting Jan. 
1,” Parry said. Still, he said he was "concerned about the civility of the race.” 



 
The ape video sparked a long list of responses online. Some joined Parry's criticism of 
the commission. Others bristled at the comparison between three commissioners and 
three apes. 
 
"I get your point," wrote a Facebook user named Carole Iles, "but I really do find this 
message personally insulting." 
 
"Ohhh ... so you interpreted the message to equate lawyers with monkeys???" Parry 
wrote. "That's interesting. Surely there's something Freudian in all of this!!" 
 
Parry said he did not see the video as particularly controversial, and thought it was fair to 
point out that if Lennon is elected, the commission will be made up of three Democratic 
lawyers. 
 
The current commissioners have a variety of experiences in law. Presiding Commissioner 
Dan Atwill was a captain in the JAG Corps with the U.S. Air Force. Janet Thompson, 
who is running for re-election in the Northern District, was a public defender for 25 
years. 
 
Lennon, who is a former Missouri assistant attorney general, said she wasn't particularly 
offended by Parry's critique. 
 
"I have volunteered in enough campaigns to know this sort of thing is going to come 
out," she said. 
 
Darrough said he thought the video was “inappropriate, though legal.” 
 
He also emphasized that he likes Parry, whom he first got to know through the charity 
Granny's House, and that he regretted his actions. 
 
"It's no excuse," he said. 
 
Parry said he looked forward to sitting down with Darrough. 
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