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COLUMBIA — Tens of millions of people were expected to watch the first presidential 
debate Monday between Democrat Hillary Clinton and Republican Donald Trump. Local 
Democrats and Republicans added to that number at two watch parties at Shakespeare's 
South and D. Rowe's Restaurant & Bar. 
 
Democratic Watch Party 
 
In a back room Monday at Shakespeare's South, the 50 or so people gathered for a 
Democrat watch party were mostly upbeat. 
 
"Absolutely, I have my mind made up," said Patricia Doss, a volunteer with the Clinton 
campaign who helped organize the event. "I trust her to handle the ship of state more than 
anyone else running this year, and one debate won’t change that." 
 
Nancy Morris sat near the front. She first heard the name "Hillary Clinton" when Clinton 
was first lady of Arkansas. And while Morris is aware that Clinton is the first woman 
ever to be nominated by a major party for President of the United States, she didn't dwell 
on it. 
 
"I just think of her as a person," Morris said. "She's just so qualified." 
 
Several former supporters of Sen. Bernie Sanders were present. Bill Romjue said he was 
Sanders' state director in Nebraska. 
 
"I'm hoping a lot of people who are for Johnson or Stein take a serious look at this," said 
Romjue, referring to Libertarian candidate Gary Johnson and Green Party candidate Jill 
Stein. "It's hard to believe this thing is so close." 
 
Laura Mikytuck was a delegate for Sanders at the Democratic National Convention in 
Philadelphia in July. 
 
"It was ... difficult to fall in line with a party who sabotaged my candidate," Mikytuck 
said. "(But) I will support Hillary in November more in order to stop Trump." 
 
Another attendee, Don Jourdan, has been paying attention to politics since Dwight 
Eisenhower ran against Adlai Stevenson. Jourdan was 7 years old at the time. He turned 
70 yesterday.  
 



A few minutes before the debate started, he pulled out a small notepad. He planned on 
keeping a running tally of how many times the candidates used their favorite words. He 
thought the word "huge" might get a few marks. 
 
"It's kind of a fun thing," he said. 
 
Partway through the debate, which the venue streamed through YouTube, the signal cut 
out. It took a few moments to re-connect, and once it did there was another pause while 
the crowd tried to figure out what they had missed. A collective groan went up when 
everyone realized Trump was discussing President Barack Obama's birth certificate. 
 
The crowd also moaned when Trump said he had a good relationship with the African-
American community, praised "stop and frisk" policing, and said the National Rifle 
Association was made up of "very good people." 
 
One man, saying "I can't take it anymore," left when Trump began talking about 
undocumented immigrants. 
 
Near the back, Ashley Pric sat next to Matthew Huffman. Huffman's shirt showed 
Clinton's face in a 3-D red and blue blur. Pric also wore a Clinton shirt, both purchased 
from the Clinton website. 
 
"I'm incredibly optimistic for the country," said Huffman. "I think we're smart enough to 
realize there's a very clear choice in November." 
 
He did say, however, that he was concerned about some people's ability to vote. 
 
"Right," Pric agreed. "The states that passed the voter ID laws." 
 
Huffman brought up Missouri's own voter ID measure that will be on the ballot this 
November. 
 
"It's going to become even more difficult to express dissent," he said. 
 
Republican Watch Party 
 
About 30 Republicans gathered in a back room at D. Rowe's Restaurant & Bar for an 
energetic watch party organized by the Boone County Missouri Republicans. 
 
When Hillary related gun control to crime, attendees sporadically yelled out "Chicago" in 
reference to the strict gun control laws of Illinois. The biggest reaction came when 
moderator Lester Holt brought up race as a debate topic, sparking thunderous boos. They 
applauded Trump when he made jabs at Clinton's stamina. 
 
Trump supporter John Salisbury wanted Trump to bring his energetic attitude from the 
Republican party presidential primary debates. 



 
"Trump is a rockstar," said Salisbury. "I'm looking forward to him going after Clinton 
like he did with his rivals in the previous debates. People want him to look more 
presidential, but what he's doing has been working." 
 
Salisbury described himself as a former libertarian, but became disenfranchised when the 
party couldn't produce a competitive candidate. 
 
"Do I like everything about Trump? No," said Salisbury. "Trump believes in some of my 
values like lower taxes and knows how to play the game. I've cast protest votes before 
and I’m done with that." 
 
Chuck Basye, a Republican running for re-election in the 47th district, wasn't surprised 
by what was on the television. 
 
"It's just what I expected — a back-and-forth exchange between two politicians." said 
Basye. 
 
He mentioned the most important point Trump made was on the economy. 
 
"I don't believe that our economy has fully recovered still," said Basye, referencing the 
2008 recession. 
 
At the debate's conclusion, Trump supporters were pleased with how he asserted himself. 
 
"He did great and hit her hard," said Salisbury. "My favorite line was when Trump 
mentioned that Hillary has done nothing for 30 years. It was a very strong, true 
statement." 
 
Sporting a red Trump shirt, Gabriel Custodio was unsure who won in the eyes of the 
general public. 
 
"It was a rollercoaster," said Custodio. "Trump was more emotional, which was good, but 
I feel the moderator just glossed over Hillary's emails and pressed Trump more. I can't 
really definitively say who won but I think the moderator may have been biased." 
 
Supervising editor is Kelsi Anderson.	  


