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COLUMBIA — Two roads. Two votes. Two different outcomes. 
 
The Boone County Commission heard a variety of impassioned speakers on two 
controversial issues during its meeting Tuesday night at the Boone County Government 
Center. One issue centered on a road many residents do not want to change. The other 
concerned a road a different set of residents say must change. 
 
The commission ultimately approved the first measure and tabled the second. 
 
The first matter concerned a road called Campus Drive. A company called Nursery 
Heights Development Group LLC wanted the commission to rezone about 42 acres 
southwest of Columbia to make way for up to 130 private homes. As part of that plan, 
they would extend Campus Drive into the new neighborhood. 
 
The land is just south of Route K and east of the University Estates neighborhood. For 
many residents in University Estates, the new development would mean a quiet, dead-end 
road would become a major entry and exit for potentially hundreds of new people. 
 
James Coyne, who lives at the end of Campus Drive, said the road extension, and 
increased population, would "destroy our neighborhood." He said that 47 out of 48 
homeowners in his neighborhood had signed a petition in opposition. 
 
John Lessiack, another resident, described University Estates as an "isolated little gem." 
He was worried residents of the new neighborhood could possibly take advantage of U.S. 
Department of Agriculture loans and become a "ghetto." 
 
Jay Gebhardt, an engineer and owner of A Civil Group who spoke on behalf of the 
developers, said they had made several concessions to concerned residents. He said they 
would block traffic from Campus Drive into the new neighborhood until the 100th 
building permit had been issued. He also said Nursery Road, which connects to Route K, 
would be paved and become the main entry point for new residents. 
 
The commission approved the development, 2 to 1. 
 
Northern District Commissioner Janet Thompson voted in favor of the proposal and said 
the development of more affordable housing was important. 
 
Southern District Commissioner Karen Miller agreed. 
 



"I know the price point is needed desperately in our community," she said. 
 
Gebhardt said the homes would range from $190,000 to $240,000. 
 
Miller also said she was influenced by the Planning and Zoning Commission's unanimous 
support of the plan and felt that development in the area was largely inevitable. 
 
Presiding Commissioner Dan Atwill supported rezoning the property for development, 
but he thought the proposed plan had too many homes on too little space. 
 
Gebhardt said there was no way to decrease the density without increasing the costs. 
 
Atwill voted no. 
A dangerous road 
 
The second issue centered on whether or not to grant Ri-Mor Topsoil LLC, owned by 
Mel and Charlotte Smarr, a conditional use permit for topsoil management on 52.5 acres 
by 5353 W. Cunningham Drive. 
 
The couple has actually been selling topsoil off that property since they bought it in 2007, 
but they only recently discovered the need for a permit. 
 
More than 10 residents who live nearby and regularly use Cunningham Drive came to the 
meeting to oppose the permit. Many who spoke were quick to point out that they had 
nothing against the Smarrs' business, and many recalled buying soil from the couple. 
 
But the road the Smarrs use to haul their soil is a problem. 
 
Resident after resident spoke about how decrepit and dangerous Cunningham Drive had 
become, especially with large work trucks coming to and from the Smarrs' business. 
Many residents said the road was the only way they could access their homes, and 
navigating the potholes and ditches was difficult enough without dodging large vehicles. 
 
Gebhardt, who also spoke on behalf of the Smarrs, said if the commission didn't approve 
the permit, the Smarrs could just start trucking out sod, which doesn't require a permit, 
from the same property. 
 
"That sounds like a threat to me," someone said loudly. Several others murmured 
agreement. Gebhardt said softly that he did not mean it to be. 
 
Atwill restored order. 
 
The commission unanimously decided to table the motion until they could determine how 
best to fix the road. 
 



After the decision, there was some confusion about whether tabling the motion meant 
Mel and Charlotte Smarr would have to cease transporting topsoil, since they still did not 
have a permit. 
 
The commissioners referred questions to Stan Shawver, director of resource management. 
When asked if the commissioners had effectively halted the Smarr's business by 
declining to issue them a permit Tuesday, Shawver said "they did not say that," three 
times.  
 
He declined to comment further, and said he needed to get back to the meeting. 
 
The Smarrs said they believed they could continue operating their business until the 
commission voted. 
 
Supervising editor is Natalia Alamdari. 
	  


