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COLUMBIA — Jake Wilburn knows exactly what he will do if he finds himself in a debate for 
lieutenant governor of Missouri. 
 
He will make lightsaber sounds with his mouth. And maybe perform a severed thumb trick. 
 
"This silly trick," Wilburn said, "has the same impact as what a lieutenant governor does." 
 
Wilburn is running a satirical write-in campaign to become Missouri's next lieutenant governor. 
John Scott, chief of staff for Missouri's secretary of state, confirmed that Wilburn has filed a 
declaration of intent to be an official write-in candidate. 
 
That means votes for Wilburn will actually be counted. According to Missouri law, that wouldn't 
happen if a voter wrote in the name of someone who had not filed that paperwork, say, "Mickey 
Mouse," or "Tim Wolfe." 
 
Wilburn does not have a high opinion of the office he's seeking. 
 
"I would be paid more, and have less responsibility, than what I currently do," Wilburn said. 
 
Wilburn is a security supervisor for a hospital in Springfield, Missouri. On Wednesday 
afternoon, he was finishing paying bills so that he could go play Nintendo. Possibly Tetris. He 
noted that he has yet to put in enough time to compete for the title of Tetris world champion. 
 
If he is elected in November, he still plans to play Tetris. And because one of the responsibilities 
of Missouri's lieutenant governor is to be an advocate for the elderly, he is prepared to forward 
calls about the elderly to the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. 
 
If people complain, he will tell them to abolish the office. 
 
That would be possible, if not easy. To remove the position of lieutenant governor, a majority in 
both Missouri's Senate and House of Representatives would have to propose an amendment to 
the Missouri Constitution, which would then be voted on by citizens. 
 
Missouri's lieutenant governor has three constitutional duties. One of them, serving as president 
of the Senate, makes him the only elected official for the state who is simultaneously part of the 
legislative and executive branches. 
 



The other two responsibilities involve filling in if the governor is "absent" or "disabled," or 
becoming the governor in the case of "death, conviction, or impeachment." This has happened. 
In 2000, Lt. Gov. Roger Wilson took over when Gov. Mel Carnahan was killed in a plane crash. 
 
"I always thought that if I was going to be governor it would be after a hard fought political 
battle," Wilson said on the day he was sworn in as governor, according to a Columbia Daily 
Tribune article from Oct. 18, 2000. "In all the scenarios that I thought of, I never envisioned 
this." 
 
Still, some states get by without the office. Wyoming, Oregon, New Hampshire, Maine and 
Arizona have no lieutenant governor. In Hawaii and New Jersey, the lieutenant governor and the 
secretary of state are the same person. 
 
Missouri's lieutenant governor does have other responsibilities, mainly serving as a member on 
boards and councils (incumbent Peter Kinder sits on at least six), or acting as chair or co-chair on 
commissions and task-forces (Kinder is on at least four). On Kinder's website, the top item on his 
"accomplishments page" is "The Tour of Missouri Pro Cycling Race." 
 
Wilburn is unimpressed. 
 
Wilburn also has a complex past. In 2006, while serving overseas with the Navy, he was one of 
several people investigated for hazing and abuse. One sailor implicated in the probe committed 
suicide. Wilburn said reports saying he had been dishonorably discharged from the Navy were 
incorrect, and that he was instead administratively separated. Navy Personnel Command 
confirmed that Wilburn had been discharged, but a representative said he could not comment 
further. 
 
While Wilburn noted he was the only one punished for a widespread problem, he also said it was 
an important learning experience. 
 
"I got what I deserved, no question," Wilburn said. 
 
This is not the first time Wilburn has sought public office. In 2012, he ran as a Libertarian to 
represent District 130 in the Missouri House. On the plus side, he captured 100 percent of the 
Libertarian vote in the primary, and faced only one challenger, Republican Jeff Messenger, in the 
general election. 
 
But only 18 people voted Libertarian in the primary, and Wilburn earned less than 19 percent of 
the vote that November. 
 
Even before the electoral loss, campaigning was a demoralizing experience. When he would try 
to engage voters about infrastructure or tax policy, he said, some would instead ask how he was 
going to "hold Obama responsible for Benghazi." After several failed attempts explaining that 
the state legislature had little say over the president's foreign policy, he instead began 
responding: "Obama bad, conservatives good." 
 



His satirical style at times has some rough edges. An image posted on his Twitter account in 
April 2014 shows five soldiers in front of a burning White House. "If they were really fighting 
for my freedom," it says, "this is what it would look like." 
 
Yet if there ever were an election cycle favorable to outsiders running to protest more established 
candidates, it's this one. Sen. Bernie Sanders won over 1,800 delegates in his campaign for the 
Democratic nomination for president against Hillary Clinton. Donald Trump recently became the 
first major party nominee for president since Dwight Eisenhower with no prior elected 
experience. 
 
In Missouri, one of the most visible protest candidates in the state was Chief Wana Dubie, a 
Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate. Although he did not win, he captured over 30,000 votes, 
or 9.5 percent, in the August primary. 
 
Wana Dubie had several pieces of advice for Wilburn. 
 
"He needs to align himself with the people," Wana Dubie said. "If that means climbin' in the boat 
with crazies like me, so be it." 
 
Wana Dubie listed YouTube and Facebook as prime outlets to amplify Wilburn's message, and 
he said Wilburn should spend more time traveling and speaking than he did. He was pessimistic 
about the state of the electorate. 
 
"They don't want substance," Wana Dubie said about many voters. "They want vanity." 
 
Wilburn's got that covered. 
 
"I really like to be the center of attention," Wilburn said. "If I get nothing else, I would like a 
legion of Facebook likes to boost my ego." 
 
By Friday, his campaign's Facebook page had 138 likes, along with 131 Twitter followers, but 
there's still over two months until election day. 
 
In the meantime, he doesn't plan on having to file regular full disclosure reports. If nobody gives 
him more than $325, or he doesn't collect or spend more than $500 between filing deadlines, he 
only has to file limited activity statements, according to the Missouri Ethics Commission. 
 
"Be careful how good this article is," Wilburn said. "I don't want to have to fill out more 
paperwork." 
 
Supervising editor is Scott Swafford.	  


